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Watchman What of the Night? 
Sermon given by Carol Zarska on 5/4/19 

 
Ever since the fall of Adam and Eve, people have looked longingly for the 
restoration of the peace, joy, and safety which was lost when man sinned. Jesus 
made a promise to our first parents in the Garden of Eden to give them hope: 
 
"And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers. He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." Gen. 3:15. 
 
Paul refers to this in Romans 16:20: 
 
"The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet."  
 
The whole Jewish economy was a yearly experience of the plan of salvation from 
Eden to Eden. During the year each Israelite confessed his sins at the sanctuary, 
and on the day of atonement these sins were blotted out at the end of the yearly 
cycle. The types and shadows of the Old Testament are examples and acted out 
prophecies to shine light for those who have come to the fulfillment of all the 
ages and are living upon the earth just before the coming of Jesus. 
 
1 Cor. 10:11 - "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and 
they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come." 
 
The Book of Daniel is full of timelines and exact time prophecies pointing to the 
coming of the Messiah and beyond, in the march of nations until the end. 
Nebuchadnezzar was giving a dream of the rise and fall of nations until the 
second coming. But the most light on the complete timeline of the events leading 
up to the coming of Jesus and on through the thousand years until the plan of 
salvation is finished is found in the book of Revelation. This outstanding book, 
given to the apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, possibly as early as AD 54-68, 
and this is the clearest biblical work that we have to give us a timeline of the 
events leading up to the coming of Jesus. So let's just take a look at the book of 
Revelation briefly as it has to do with a timeline of history. 
 
In Revelation 1, we see Jesus in his glorified state. He is walking among the 
seven golden lampstands, representing the history of the experience of His 
people from the beginning of His ministry in the heavenly Sanctuary until his 
second coming. And as He speaks to John, His voice is like a trumpet. Then he 
tells John, "Write therefore, what you have seen. What is now and what will take 
place later." Rev.1:19. Does this sound like a timeline to you? Doesn't this tell 
you that Jesus does not want you to be ignorant of where we are in the progress 
of history for the coming of Jesus? Two weeks ago I gave a study for you on the 
seven churches of Revelation, and how they all apply not only to history but also 
to our present day. This is a very important concept, because Ellen White states 
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that the whole Bible was written for the final generation, and that past history will 
be repeated. 
 
"We are standing on the threshold a great and solemn events. Many of the 
prophecies are about to be fulfilled in quick succession. Every element of power 
is about to be set to work. Past history will be repeated; old controversies will 
arise arouse to new life, and peril will beset God's people on every side. Intensity 
is taking hold of the human family. It is permeating everything upon the earth.... 
Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history will be repeated." TM 116. 
 
"In the great final conflict, Satan will employ the same policy, manifest the same 
spirit, and work for the same end, as in all proceeding ages. That which has been 
will be, except that the coming struggle will be marked with a terrible intensity 
such as the world has never witnessed." GC xi. 
 
"Each of the ancient prophets spoke less of their own time than for ours so that 
they're prophesying is in force for us. The Bible has accumulated and bound up 
its treasures for the final generation. All the great events and solemn transactions 
of Old Testament history have been, and are, repeating themselves in these last 
days." 3 SM 338, 9. 
 
Ellen White also states that the understanding of these things will bring a revival 
among God's people: 
 
"The perils of the last days are upon us, and we are to warn the people of the 
danger they are in.... If our people were half awake, if they realized the nearness 
of the events portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our 
churches, and many more would believe the message. We have no time to lose; 
God calls upon us to watch for souls as they that must give an account." TM 118. 
 
Do our people need a revival today? Do you and I need a revival? We know that 
we are in Laodicea,the last church of the seven churches which are listed in 
Revelation chapters 2 and 3, and this is the time of history when the church has 
become lukewarm and self-satisfied. We feel rich and increased with goods and 
have need of nothing spiritually. We feel we have all we need to know in order to 
be ready for Jesus to come, and now all that we need is to preach the gospel 
around the world, and then Jesus will come. But Laodicea is "the church 
adjudged," or, "judging the people," [7 BC 760] and as Jesus looks at our 
condition, He says that we are poor, blind, and naked, and do not have a 
personal vital saving relationship with Him, and unless we wake up and take his 
remedy for our souls, we will be found wanting when he comes. To put it in 
straight words, unless we take Jesus' advice, we are in a lost condition. What did 
we just read that will bring revival? It is to know where we are in the timeline of 
history and prepare for Jesus to come by taking his advice and counsel to the 
Laodiceans. This is the straight testimony of Jesus to the church, and it will 
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prepare God's people to be ready when Jesus comes. Here are some excerpts 
from Early Writings, pp. 269-271: 
 
"I saw some, with strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading with God. Firmness 
and great earnestness was expressed in their countenances. Now and then their 
faces would light up with the marks of God's approbation, and again the same 
solemn, earnest, anxious look would settle upon them.  
"Evil angels crowded around, pressing darkness upon them to shut out Jesus 
from their view, that their eyes might be drawn to the darkness that surrounded 
them, and thus they be led to distrust God and member against him. Their only 
safety was in keeping their eyes directed upward....  
"I saw angels of God hasten to the assistance of all who were struggling with all 
their power to resist the evil angels and trying to help themselves by calling upon 
God with perseverance. But His angels left those who made no effort to help 
themselves, and I lost sight of them.  
"I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be 
caused by the straight testimony called forth by the council of the True Witness to 
the Laodiceans.... Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up 
against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people. 
"I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The 
solemn Testimony upon which the destiny that church hangs has been lightly 
esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep 
repentance; all who truly receive it will obey it and be purified.... 
"My attention was then turned to the company I had seen, who are mightily 
shaken. I was shown those whom I had before seen weeping and praying in 
agony of spirit. The company of guardian angels around them had been 
doubled,  and they were clothed with an armor from their head to their feet.... 
Their countenances expressed the severe conflict which they had endured, the 
agonizing struggle they had passed through. Yet their features, marked with 
severe internal anguish, now shone with the light and glory of heaven. They had 
obtained the victory, and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude and holy, 
sacred joy....  
"Evil angels still pressed around them, but could have no power over them....  
"I asked what had made this great change. An angel answered, it is the latter 
rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel." 
 
Here is another quotation that is taken from LS 327: 
 
"A work must be done for the people, or many will not be prepared to receive the 
light of the angel sent down from heaven to lighten the whole earth with his glory. 
Do not think that you will be found as vessels unto honor in the time of the latter 
rain, to receive the glory of God, if you are lifting up your souls unto vanity, 
speaking perverse things, and in secret cherishing roots of bitterness." 
 
Many people are waiting for the loud cry and the Sunday law and persecution to 
get ready for Jesus to come, for then they will know where we are in time, and 
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can get ready without risking the embarrassment of thinking that Jesus is coming 
before he really is. As a people, we experienced that in 1844, and we don't want 
to go through this again. But Jesus wants His people to know where they are in 
time, and to respond appropriately.  
 
Do you know that not everyone will be sleeping during the time of the ten virgins? 
Someone has to be awake to give the cry, "Behold the bridegroom cometh; go ye 
out to meet Him!" [Matt. 26:5.] There must be faithful watchmen who have not 
fallen asleep as we approach the end. They are communing with Jesus and 
hearing his voice, and they are watching the events taking place, and they not 
only know what time it is, but they are preaching the message to others. These 
watchmen are called prophets in Hosea 9:7, 8: 
 
"The days of punishment are coming, the days of reckoning are at hand. Let 
Israel know this. Because your sins are so many and your hostility so great, the 
prophet is considered a fool, the inspired man a maniac. The prophet, along with 
my God, is the watchman over Ephraim, yet snares await him on all his paths, 
and hostility in the house of his God." 
 
All throughout history, prophets have been despised and rejected, and their 
prophesying spurned in disbelief. But God's watchmen have to give warnings of 
coming doom, for if they don't, they will be unfaithful to their calling from God. As 
Seventh-day Adventists, we have been set apart to understand the prophecies in 
the Bible and to bring them to the people. We see ourselves described in 
Revelation 12:17, combined with Revelation 19:10, as the remnant people of 
God who are earmarked as having the gift of prophecy through the writings of 
Ellen White. Let's read again these familiar verses: 
 
"Then the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ." Rev. 12:17. 
 
Then in Revelation 19:10 we read the words of Gabriel: "I am thy fellow servant, 
and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 
 
The prophetic writings of Ellen G. White were given to guide our people from the 
time of the great disappointment when Jesus didn't come as they had expected 
on October 22, 1844, until the actual and literal fulfillment of all the Bible 
promises which culminate at the second coming of Jesus. Therefore, in spite of 
the disappointment in 1844, Jesus commands His faithful chosen ones to 
prophesy again. Let's read about this in Revelation 10:1-11: 
 
"Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a 
cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs 
were like fiery pillars. He was holding a little scroll which lay open in his hand. He 
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planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, and he gave a loud 
shout like the roar of a lion....  
"Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right 
hand to heaven.... and said, "There will be no more delay! [or, That there should 
be time no longer, KJV]. But in the days when the seventh angel is about to 
sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he 
announced to his servants the prophets.  
"Then the voice that I heard from heaven spoke to me once more: "Go, take the 
scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on 
the land."  
"So I went to the angel and ask him to give me the scroll. He said to me, "Take it 
and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as 
honey." I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted sweet as 
honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. Then I was 
told, "You must prophesy again to many peoples, nations, languages and kings." 
 
It is clear that the mighty angel that John saw was Jesus Himself, and the little 
book that He gave to the prophet John, was the little book of Daniel which was 
opened to the Advent believers who understood the prophecies of the 2300 days 
in Daniel to mean that Jesus would be coming back to earth on October 22, 
1844. This was such a sweet message to them that they were willing to give up 
everything to believe it and preach it. But when Jesus did not come as they had 
expected, it was a bitter disappointment. But the angel was not finished with His 
instructions. In fact, He gave the disappointed believers another command in 
verse 11: "Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and 
tongues, and kings." 
 
So what do you feel that this command of Jesus to our forefathers has to do with 
us? Clearly it means that Jesus is asking the generation that comes to the 
fulfillment of all the ages to know when His coming is near, and not be afraid to 
preach this message and prophesy again before the world. So you see, we are 
not to sit on our laurels so to speak, and just continue to repeat what we have 
already said from the early 1800s. God's church is to be alert and aware of the 
progressive signs that lead us up to the very literal coming of Jesus. Yes, we 
must prophesy again! So in doing this I want to start where they left off.  
 
What was the heavenly event that actually happened on October twenty-two 
1844? Yes, Jesus entered the most holy place to begin His work of judgment and 
cleansing the books of heaven of the records of sin, blotting out the confessed 
and forsaken sins of His people, and then blotting out the names of those who 
refuse to participate in this process. Therefore, I suggest that embedded in the 
sanctuary service itself and the work of Jesus there is in itself a timeline of the 
progress of Jesus toward His finished work and His appearing. 
 
 But can we know where He is in this process? I say fervently, yes! In fact, our 
eternal life depends upon our understanding and cooperating with Jesus in this 
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process, just as the Israelites of old were required to participate in the work of 
confessing and forsaking sin on the day of atonement.  
 
"And this shall be a statute forever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the 
tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether 
it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you: for on 
that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you 
may be clean from all your sins before the Lord. It shall be a Sabbath of rest unto 
you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute forever.... And this shall be an 
everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the children of Israel for 
all their sins once a year."  
Lev. 16:29-31, 34. 
 
"Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it 
shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls.... And ye 
shall do no work on that same day; for it is a day of atonement, to make an 
atonement for you before the Lord your God. And whatsoever soul it be that shall 
not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people." Lev. 
23:27-29. 
 
For our forefathers this process was begun in 1888. Through the preaching of A. 
T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner, combined with Ellen White, the cleansing 
message came to the church. Let me read to you a sermon by Elder Jones to the 
General Conference session in 1893: 
 
"Now some of the brethren here have done that very thing. They came here free; 
but the Spirit of God brought up something they never saw before. The Spirit of 
God went deeper than it ever was before, and revealed things they never saw 
before; and then, just instead of thanking the Lord that that was so, and letting 
the whole wicked business go and thanking the Lord that they had ever so much 
more of Him than they ever had before, they began to get discouraged. They 
said, 'Oh what am I going to do? My sins are so great.'...  
"If the Lord has brought up sins to us that we never thought of before, that only 
shows that He is going down to the depths, and He will reach the bottom at last; 
and when He finds the last thing that is unclean or impure, that is out of harmony 
with His will, and begins to bring that up and shows that to us, and we can say, 'I 
would rather have the Lord than that' -- then the work is complete and the seal of 
the living God can be placed upon that character." 
 
As you can see, this is the finishing message that would have brought about the 
latter rain in their day. But because of persecution and rejection, Jones and 
Waggoner became discouraged and gave up the truth, and as Ellen White said 
would happen as the result, we have had to spend many more years in the 
wilderness. This is because "The Lord does nothing without our cooperation" [2 
SM 236], including the judgment of the living. Would it be like Jesus to judge us 
without our knowing? The only way this will happen is if we sleep on through that 
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time in Laodicean lethargy, and wake up when it is too late to prepare, and 
become a part of the foolish virgins.  
 
So let's go back to our Sanctuary timeline. In the work of Jesus in the heavenly 
Sanctuary, He judges first the dead, and then the living. Remember what I read 
earlier to you in Early Writings about the shaking of God's people as a result of 
the testimony of the True Witness? This is a description  of what God's people go 
through during the judgment of the living; and for me, this process began in 1974. 
I began to have flashbacks of the sins of my life from childhood to the present 
time, and felt the call of Jesus to repent and have these sins blotted out. As I 
studied the meaning of my experience, God led me to Great Controversy pages 
489-491: 
 
"We are now living in the great day of atonement. In the typical service, while the 
high priest was making the atonement for Israel, all were required to afflict their 
souls by repentance of sin and humiliation before the Lord, lest they be cut off 
from among the people. In like manner, all who would have their names retained 
in the book of life, should now, in the few remaining days of their probation, afflict 
their souls before God by sorrow for sin and true repentance. There must be 
deep, faithful searching of heart.... Though all nations are to pass in judgment 
before God, yet he will examine the case of each individual with us close and 
searching scrutiny as if they were not another being upon the earth. Everyone 
must be tested, and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing....  
"The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many years this work 
has been in progress. Soon -- none know how soon -- it will pass to the cases of 
the living. In the awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review. At this 
time above all others it behooves every soul to heed the Savior's admonition, 
'Watch and pray: for you know not when the time is.' 'If therefore thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shall know not know what hour I 
will come upon thee.'  
"When the work of the investigative judgment closes, the destiny of all will have 
been decided for life or death....  
"'Watch ye therefore:... lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping.' Perilous is 
the condition of those who, growing weary of their watch, turn to the attractions of 
the world. While the man of business is absorbed in the pursuit of gain, while the 
pleasure lover is seeking Indulgence, while the daughter of fashion is arranging 
her adornments, -- it may be in that hour that the Judge of all the earth will 
pronounce the sentence, 'Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.'" 
 
As I read these pages, the Lord impressed me that my books were now open, 
and that the judgment of the living had begun for me. For the next 10 years I 
studied deeply on the subject of the sanctuary. Then, in 1984, God called me into 
public ministry around the world teaching on the subject of the sanctuary and the 
experience of the judgment of the living. Although there were only a few in the 
beginning who recognized the process of cleansing and blotting out of sins in 
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their lives, there are now many around the world who are walking with Jesus as 
He cleanses their lives, blots out their sins, and removes them from the 
sanctuary. That is why we can now "prophesy again" that Jesus is coming soon, 
for the signs of His coming are speaking loud and clear that the coming of Jesus 
is imminent.  
 
"When, by through confession, you destroy the root of bitterness, you will see 
light in God's light. Without this through work you will never clear your souls....  
"Then will Zion's watchmen unitely sound the trumpet in clearer, louder tone 
notes; for they will see the sword coming, and realize the danger in which the 
people of God are placed....  
"I know that a work must be done for the people, or many will not be prepared to 
receive the light of the angel sent down from heaven to lighten the whole world 
with his glory. Do not think that you will be found as vessels unto honor in the 
time of the latter rain if you are lifting up your souls unto vanity, speaking 
perverse things, in secret cherishing roots of bitterness." LS 326-8. 
 
No, there will be no more generations to come for the judgment of the living is 
now taking place in those who will live to see Jesus come. It is now time for the 
watchmen on the walls of Zion to lift up their trumpets and tell the world that we 
are on the verge of the coming of Jesus, or else we will be unfaithful watchman 
at a time when the world is asking for clear answers  that explain the meaning of 
the perilous times in which we are living. People have a right to know what the 
scriptures say about the time in which we are living. And the watchmen are 
required by God to give a clear call do the people of the world. Even now they 
are crying out to us: 
 
"Watchman, what is left of the night? Watchman, what is left of the night? The 
watchman replies, 'Morning is coming, but also the night.'" Isa.21:11, 12. 
 
Do you know what time it is in earth's history? Here is a quotation from 6 T 407:  
 
"Unless we understand the importance are the moments that are swiftly passing 
into eternity, and make ready to stand in the great day of God, we shall be 
unfaithful stewards. The watchman is to know the time of night. Everything is now 
clothed with a solemnity that all who believe the truth for this time should realize. 
They should act in reference to the day of God. The judgments of God are about 
to fall upon the world, and we need to be preparing for that great day." 
 
"The message we have to bear is not a message that men need to cringe to 
declare. They are not to seek to cover it, to conceal its origin and purpose. Its 
advocates must be men who will not hold their peace day nor night.... As 
stewards of the mysteries of the grace of God, we are under obligation to declare 
faithfully the whole counsel of God." LS 329. 
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5 T 711: "A great crisis awaits the people of God. A crisis awaits the world. The 
most momentous struggle of the ages is just before us.... But are we ready for 
the issue? Have we faithfully discharged the duty which God has committed to us 
of giving the people warning of the danger before them?" 
 
TM 236 - "To every man is given an individual responsibility. The watchmen have 
their specific work to discern the approach of danger and sound the note of 
warning.... In their position of responsibility they are to give the trumpet a certain 
sound, that everyone may gird on the armor for action." 
 
GC 656 - "The mark of deliverance has been set upon those that sigh and cry for 
all the abominations that be done. Now the angel of death goes forth, 
represented in Ezekiel's vision by the men with the slaughtering weapons.... The 
work of destruction begins among those who have professed to be the guardians 
of the people. The false watchmen are the first to fall." 
 
Beloved, where do you want to be when the curtain comes down and God 
withdraws his protecting hand from the wicked who have not participated with 
Jesus in His final work of cleansing in the heavenly Sanctuary? Where do you 
want to be when He throws down the sensor and pronounces the words, "He that 
is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he 
that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 
And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be." Rev. 22:11, 12. 
 
My prayer is that all of you who are listening to me today will answer the call of 
Jesus found in Isaiah 26: 20, 21: 
 
"Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut the doors about thee: 
Hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, 
behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity: The earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her 
slain." 
 
Whoever is on the Lord's side, let him stand with me now, wherever you are, and 
join with me as we ask Jesus to bring us into His hiding place. 
 


